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for Children™" in Baghdad, October 28, 2002. Ctitintinues to be in Iraq.

From the Steering Committee Chair

By Abby Fuller, Chair of the North Manchester Fello  wship of
Reconciliation Steering Committee

Never before in the history of this country has there been such a strong
movement to stop a war before it starts. My heart sinks at the real
possibility that bombs will begin dropping on Iragi people in the next few
weeks. (As | revise this on March 17, it looks like that should now read “in
the next few days.”) The waste is staggering—of human life, of much-
needed funds for schools and health care. The arrogance of a few leaders
who defy world opinion is staggering.

Yet, in the midst of this ache for the world and for ourselves, | fully believe
that over the past year we have been changed forever in a positive way.
Like many of you, | received numerous e-mails last month from folks
passing on word of the Virtual March on Washington—including from two of
my sisters and an old college friend, none of whom had ever taken any
action against war or militarism before. | am certain that many Americans,
and others around the world, have in this past year taken their first steps
toward involvement in a life of peace and justice efforts. | believe that
many, many have shed forever their innocent belief that U.S. foreign policy
is guided by humanitarian motives. And we have all gained a renewed
sense of the power, excitement, moral clarity, and love that comes from
acting on behalf of peace and justice in community with other Earth
dwellers. As said by Robert Muller, a founder of the United Nations, there
are now two superpowers in the world: the United States, and the voice of
the people of the world.
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Still, the threat of the bombs AND the responsibility
to stop them hang over us all. | wonder if others
have also been finding it hard to do their daily work.
How can | prepare for teaching a class when there
is a very real possibility that great violence could be
stopped if | take to the streets, write more letters,
put my body in the way of the planes and trains
carrying troops and weapons to toward the Gulf?
How can we go on as if everything is normal when
Cliff Kindy and the Iraqg Peace Team writes from
Iraqg, urging us to stop business as usual and “throw
a giant wrench into the machinery of war”? Living in
the most powerful country in history, we have an
awesome responsibility. | do not know if | am doing
enough to prevent deaths for which we, as
American citizens, will hold some responsibility.
And | want to make sure that years from now, when
my two young daughters understand what the U.S.
did to Irag in 2003, | can tell them that we did as
much as we could to stop it.

No Blood for Oil: Students Protestin NYC
By: Besan Omary

After a twelve hour drive and four hours of sleep in
the Church of the Brethren in Flatbush (Brooklyn),
ten Manchester College students were able to
participate in the nationwide antiwar protests on
Feb. 15 launched in New York City.

“There is more risk of being arrested...But I'm
willing to take that chance if it means making a
bigger difference” explains sophomore Rachel Long
after spending the day in the freezing pre-storm
weather. Long described this protest as successful
but different from others she had gone to before.
The atmosphere was “fairly discouraging,” she said,
because NYPD scattered hundreds of policemen to
surround the protestors, preventing them from
reaching the rally and cutting them off into groups
by putting barriers that divided the march. Brad
Thomson concurred, saying “They had cops on
horses that were trying to section us off, and work
us into smaller groups.”

Protesters came from all over the nation to join this
plea for peace, making the protest rather a
gathering of the different forms of free speech.
Some were crowned as a weeping Statue of Liberty
while others carried posters reading slogans such
as “No Blood for Oil” and “Act Now to Stop War and
End Racism”.

Playing the drum as his own way of expressing his
views, Thomson said a cop demanded he stop
drumming. When Brad did not respond, the officer
grabbed the drumsticks saying that they were
“annoying.” Then an officer went after a yelling
protestor and “ended up tackling this guy,” explains
Thomson, leaving the other officers to push the
barriers tighter to separate the protesting groups.

This enclosure forced some of the protesters to
march on the sidewalks, so they would not be
blocked off by police barriers. “We tried going to
Times Square, but people were being arrested
there,” said Thomson, later realizing that more than
200 people were arrested in that block.

After this protest received a successful turnout,
peacekeepers are now planning a Walk-Out if and
when the U.S government strikes Iraq. People all
over the nation are encouraged to walk out of their
jobs or classes to gather in the major cities. “We
are hoping to mobilize MC students for a Books-
Not-Bombs day,” Long said about a day aimed at
teaching others about why this war is harmful and
how to communicate with their senators.

“We’'re making history right now,” said Thomson,
encouraging all who feel strongly about this issue to
participate in such activities. Describing it as the
biggest move against a war since the Vietnam War,
Thomson sees this as the opportunity to either stop
the war or minimize the damage it will cause,
saying that “our voices need to be heard.”

“I would tell students to not be afraid to be
active...The only thing that your voice will do is add
to the movement, to prevent thousands of people
from being killed,” Long said, inviting whoever is
interested to participate in these non-violent
activities around the MC campus.

[Originally appeared in the Manchester College
Oak Leaves (Feb 21, 2003). Reprinted with
permission.]
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Velma's Corner
Thoughts by Rev. Dr. Velma Shearer

How Important Is Life, Anyway?

A moment ago a spider crawled across my kitchen
floor. | grabbed a cup, placed it over the spider,
then slipped a card under the cup, and carried all to
the patio and released the spider, fully free to live
the balance of its life.

Then back at my office, these words came into
view: “Nuclear Anarchy, a curve of proliferation of
nuclear weapons” (Jonathan Schell, The Nation,
3/5/03). My memory immediately took me back to
July 16, 1945, to the first plutonium bomb test at
Alamogordo, New Mexico; then to the vivid
description of the mushroom cloud as my sister
saw it from her window; then the Newspaper
photos of the devastation and burned bodies at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki with an estimation of
150,000 Japanese lives ending abruptly.

The Nuclear Anarchy grows within nations with avid
hungers for nuclear weapons (and chemical and
biological weapons) — as FEARS of neighbor
nations increase, and as angst for prestige
dominates.

Can we garner enough wise people who can grab
the cups needed to cover these weapons spiders
until cards can be slid underneath and all spiders
can be removed from our kitchens? Can we
sufficiently value life that we would remove all these
weapons spiders whose purpose is to destroy our
humanity?

Recent Contributors to the North Manchester Fellows

Anti-War Ads Placed in Local Newspapers

The North Manchester Fellowship of Reconciliation
recently helped place anti-war ads in local North
Manchester  newspapers. Prompted by
MoveOn.org and initiated locally by a community
member, a half page advertisement was placed in
the Manchester Monitor and a full page
advertisement was placed in the North Manchester
News-Journal. Published near the beginning of
February, the advertisements highlighted several
guotes from military experts and well known
leaders. Thank you to the great number of folks
who contributed toward this project on short notice.
We collected funds to cover the expenses of the
advertisements with enough left over to initiate a
future  advertisement. Quotes from the
advertisement include:

It's pretty interesting that all the generals see it the
same way, and all the others who have never fired
a shot, and are hot to go to war, see it another . . .
we are about to do something that will ignite a fuse
in this region that we will rue the day we ever
started . . . . - Marine Gen. Anthony Zinni, former
Head of Central Command for U.S. Forces in the
Middle East

Despite marshalling powerful armed forces in the
Persian Gulf region and a virtual declaration of war
in the State of the Union message, our government
has not made a case for a preemptive military strike
against Iraq, either at home or in Europe. -
President Jimmy Carter - January 31, 2003

hip of Reconciliation

Wilson & Mary Lutz, Ruth Kurtz, Allen & Joan Deeter, Dean & Susan Beery, Dan Servos & Virginia Nixon,
Frank & Olive Bever, David & Shirley Rogers, Paul & Kathy Fry-Miller, Ken & Viona Brown, Jay Taylor,
David & Ruth Eiler, Paul & Hazel Keller, David & Lois Good, Erica Sweitzer, Josephine Reinoehl, Parks &

Paula Adams, and Steve Naragon & Pamela Higgins.

June & Dean Kindy, Martha & Ed Lander, Julie Garber, Conrad Snavely, Helen & James Garber. Debra &
James Chinworth, Nancy Adams Cogan, Susie & Charles Klingler, Janet & Timothy McElwee, Jane &
Jeffrey Hunn, Leonard Williams, Judith & Michael Brown, Nancy & Randy Sare, Wilbur Stump, Ann &
John Hartsough, Jeffrey Hawkins, and Davonne Rogers & Brian Wagner.

Richard & Rachael Rogers, Edward & Martha Miller, Andy & Betty Butterbaugh, Julie Garber, Kendall &
Ingrid Rogers, Pamela Hoover, Andrew & Sally Rich, Louise Rogers, Dennis & Carol Horn, Susan
Klingler & David Hippensteel, Andrew Duffy, Jeff & Jean Trachsel, Evan & Lucile Kinsley, David & Renee
McFadden, Robert Beery, Richard & Connie Nichols, James & Amy Brumbaugh-Smith, and Pat Price.

Thank you to all of our donors for helping to make our work possible.
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Rice Bags for Peace:
Origin of the Idea in 1954

In 1954 the Fellowship of Reconciliation launched
the "Surplus-Food-for-China" Campaign, hoping to
influence the United States government to send
food relief to famine-stricken China. Through the
campaign the FOR hoped to gain enough public
interest to persuade the United States government
to offer food to its enemy, rather than bombs.

The campaign focused primarily on sending tiny
grain bags to the president. Each bag had a label
addressed to President Eisenhower. The white
cloth of the bag was imprinted "If Thine Enemy
Hunger, Feed Him-Send Surplus Food to China."

The idea of the campaign caught the attention
of groups all across the country. Women
started a petition collecting signatures urging

the President to send a "love gift" of food to hungry
Chinese children. Ministers, editors of religious
publications, Sunday schools, and other church
groups joined thousands of private individuals in
writing of their support.

By October 1955 the Food-for-China campaign
seemed to have run its course, and an offer by the
US to send food to China had not been made. The
campaign initially appeared to be a failure, even
though it had amassed enthusiastic participation
from thousands of Americans.

It is possible however, that the "Food-for-China"
campaign did have a political impact.

Al Hassler, editor of Fellowship, would later write:

Except for one of the accidents of history, the Food-
for-China campaign would have appeared to be an
imaginative, colorful failure, like many another. But
the "accident” was in the information, provided
confidentially years later by a former member of
Eisenhower's press staff, that the campaign had
been discussed in cabinet meetings simultaneously
with proposals from the Joint Chiefs of Staff for the
bombing of mainland China. The President, said
our informant, asked how many of the grain bags
had been received. When he heard that there had
been over 45,000 plus thousands of additional
letters, he ruled against bombing-on the grounds
that if so many Americans wanted reconciliation
with China, it was hardly the time to start bombing
it! (December 1975)

Beyond Hassler's words, we have no further
documentation of this story. But we do know that if
enough people work for peace, they can make a
difference. As Dorothy Day reminds us, "People
say, what is the sense of our small effort? They
cannot see that we must lay one brick at a time,
take one step at a time."

In mid-January 2003 a new version of the "Food-
for-Peace" campaign emerged from Boulder,
Colorado. "Rice for Peace" is a nationwide effort to
send a message to President Bush about Iraq that
parallels the one sent to President Eisenhower
about China: if we are going to send anything to
Irag is should be food supplies and peace
negotiations, not bombs.

The Fellowship of Reconciliation is excited this
campaign is reemerging and again urges people to
send rice to the White House to show that the
hungry Iragi people are not our enemy and that
bombs will not address the root causes of conflict.

A full history of the "Food for Peace" campaign,
with photos, is available on the Fellowship of
Reconciliation's website http://www.forusa.org.

Send a bag of rice to President Bush:

President George Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

;D't let our Fears
Kill their Hopes

[ http://www.afsc.org/irag/images/antiwarposter.pdf |

Basrah, IRAQ
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Peace Week at Manchester College

Peace Week at Manchester College will take place
April 22-26. A final schedule of events has not
been published. However, please look forward to
hearing from Jason Carney, the Redneck Super
Hero.

This charismatic performer has appeared at
colleges, youth centers and high schools across the
country. Most recently he made a memorable
appearance on HBO’s Russell Simmons presents
Def Poetry.

In his latest collection of poetry, Flesh, the Only
Lucid Language, published by Fiftyoarsman, Jason
embraces his role as poet laureate for the trailer
park, and finds treasure where once was only trash.
He pays homage to the richness of his southern
heritage without turning his head from its darker
inheritance, and in so doing manages to transcend
stereotypes.

Carney has emerged as one of the brightest most
insightful performance poets in the nation. Drawing
on his life experiences, he is able to mold truth from
a collage of images, which he weaves in front of the
listener with tactical precision, and the conviction of
a fire and brimstone revivalist preacher. Through
workshops and poetry, Jason teaches a lesson of
tolerance and respect for fellow man, regardless of
race, gender and sexual orientation.

Carney will be featured during an Open Mic Night.
He will perform three 20 minute sets with students
performing between each set.

Open Mic Night featuring Jason Carney
April 24: 8:00 — 10:30 PM — Manchester
College’s Student Union

Carney will also participate in an open forum to
share about his former experience as a punk
skinhead and the circumstances that led him
towards a life of peace and racial tolerance. He
will also speak to why he has chosen the art of
spoken word as a mechanism to bring about social
consciousness.

Open Forum with Jason Carney
April 24: 3:30 — 4:30 PM — Manchester
College’s Helman Hall Great Room

: Contributions & Ideas

The success of the North Manchester Fellowship
i of Reconciliation depends on the active !
i participation of community members. Two
i important ways to participate are by contributing
i funds to help support the various projects and i
i activities of the organization and by helping to i
! brainstorm ideas for future programs. Please
i complete and send the following contribution form
: to the North Manchester FOR, PO Box 25, North
i Manchester, IN 46962. Please make checks
i payable to: “Fellowship of Reconciliation” :

Please check where you would like your
contribution used and indicate the amount:

General FOR account (mailings, supplies,
: advertisements, bill boards, etc.)

$
FOR International Student Project Account
$

i Name:

Address:

Comments: (Please let us know what ideas you
: have for future activities and events.)
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Weekly Peace Vigil

Members of the FOR and the Manchester Church
of the Brethren hold a Peace Vigil on the corner of
Main and Market Streets (in front of the old police
station) each Wednesday from 5:00 — 5:30. The
vigils are a public statement decrying the use of
war to end terrorism. All are welcome and free to
come and go. Questions?

Helpful Internet Links:

North Manchester FOR Introduces New
Monthly “NO WAR! Newsletter”

With heightened tensions of war, the North
Manchester FOR has initiated a new monthly
newsletter. The purpose of the newsletter is to
alert North Manchester area community members
to anti-war activities, events, and announcements.
Primarily sent by e-mail, the newsletter can be
requested by  sending an e-mail to
nmfor@hotmail.com. Printed copies are also
available for persons without e-mail.

The Fellowship of Reconciliation/USA: [ http://www.forusa.org ]
The International Fellowship of Reconciliation: [ http://www.ifor.org ]

Manchester College Peace Studies Institute & Program in Conflict Resolution

[ http://www.manchester.edu/academic/programs/departments/peace_studies/ |
The Agitator, An online weekly publication from Fort Wayne, Indiana.

[ http://lwww.geocities.com/agitators2002/main.html ]




